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Funding Policy

What is childcare funding?
Childcare funding is financial support provided by the government to help families access early education for young children. This funding is paid directly to childcare providers and covers a set number of hours of early education each week for eligible children.
The funding is intended to support the delivery of the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum. This means it covers your child’s early learning, development, and care during funded hours only.
Childcare funding does not cover additional items or services such as meals, nappies, consumables, extra hours, outings, or optional activities. Providers may therefore charge separately for these optional extras.
Accepting a funded childcare place is voluntary, and parents and carers are not required to pay for any optional extras to access funded hours. Funded hours and any additional paid hours or charges will always be shown clearly and separately on invoices.
How childcare funding works in our setting…
If your child is eligible for funded childcare, their funded hours are delivered across 38 weeks of the year during term time. Funding does not apply outside of these weeks.
Any childcare accessed beyond term time, including additional hours or days, will be charged at our standard rates.
If there is sufficient demand, we may choose to open during half terms or school holidays. Any sessions offered during these periods would also be charged at our standard rates.



What does the Early Years Funding cover?
As a setting, we receive early years funding to support the delivery of the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) requirements only. This funding covers the core education and care outlined in the EYFS and does not extend to additional items or services.
Costs such as meals, consumables, additional hours, or optional services are not included within this funding. For this reason, we will charge for these “optional extras,” which go beyond what is required to deliver the EYFS curriculum. For example, wipes, nappies, nappy cream, tissues, bread, butter, fruit and snacks. 
Parents and carers are under no obligation to pay for these optional extras and may choose to opt out at any time. Where this happens, we will ask that parents provide any necessary items or resources themselves to support their child’s participation.
What might be chargeable extras?
As part of our childcare services, charges may be made for certain items or experiences that are not covered by early years funding. These may include:
• Essential consumables, such as nappies, food and drink 
• Additional consumables, for example topic-related resources, toys, or baking ingredients
• Additional experiences, such as outings, visiting professionals, specialist tuition, for example French Lessons or themed activity days
Funded childcare hours and paid-for hours will always be shown separately on invoices. This ensures transparency and confirms that the correct number of funded hours has been provided for your child each academic term.
Any additional charges will be clearly itemised on invoices. This may include costs for consumables, additional hours, additional services, extra-curricular activities, resources, or outings.
Do/Parents/carers have to pay additional charges?
Payment for any additional or optional aspects of provision is not a condition of accessing a funded childcare place.
Parents and carers who choose not to make optional payments will be asked to provide any necessary items for their child themselves. Where additional costs apply, parents will also be given the option for their child to opt out of extra-curricular activities or experiences that incur these charges.
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